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Jan. 20: Horacio Serpa Uribe was installed as presidential peace adviser, and Gilberto Echeverry
took over the advisory post on reintegrating rebels into civilian life. At a press conference, Serpa
Uribe said a cease-fire should be the basis for further negotiations with the Simon Bolivar National
Guerrilla Coordinator (CNGSB), scheduled to resume in Caracas (Venezuela) on Feb. 1. The CNGSB
is comprised of the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC), the National Liberation
Army (ELN) and a dissident group of the demobilized Popular Liberation Army (EPL). Jan. 21: In
a radio interview published in the Bogota daily newspaper El Nuevo Siglo, FARC leader Alfonso
Cano said his organization views Serpa Uribe's appointment as favorable. Jan. 22: Serpa Uribe
requested that the CNGSB send representatives "with decision-making power" to the negotiations
in Caracas. In return, the government promised to do the same. Serpa Uribe said a main agenda
issues include cease-fire, paramilitary activities, and rebel disarmament and reintegration into
civilian life. The CNGSB has called for discussion of regulating and eliminating paramilitary
groups in the peace talks. Jan. 23: In Armenia (Colombia), President Cesar Gaviria said that as
long as the guerrillas continue terrorist activities, reaching a peace agreement will be very difficult.
Gaviria reiterated Serpa Uribe's request to the rebels for the appointment of serious negotiators
with decision-making authority. Jan. 27: Bogota newspapers reported that representatives of the
"popular militias" who conduct social "clean-up" activities in poor neighborhoods of Medellin, have
expressed interest in conducting peace negotiations with the Antioquia department government.
The representatives have requested that politician Mario Agudelo serve as mediator in the talks
with department governor Juan Gomez Martinez. Radio Caracol reported that the Feb. 1 peace
talk round will be postponed for at least three days due to problems in arranging rebel leaders'
travel to Venezuela. The ELN is to be represented by second-in-command Nicolas Rodriguez,
Francisco Galan and Antonio Garcia, and the FARC by Ivan Marquez, Alfonso Cano and Timoleon
Jimenez. Jan. 29: Government spokesperson Sergio Arboleda said the talks were postponed until
Feb. 10 to permit rebel delegates time to travel to Caracas, and for the government to make changes
in delegation members. Feb. 4: President Gaviria, Interior Minister Humberto de la Calle and
Serpa Uribe met to discuss the coup attempt in Venezuela and the possibility for moving the
peace negotiations to another country, such as Mexico, Costa Rica or Ecuador. Feb. 5: Venezuelan
Ambassador to Colombia Fernando Gerbassi told President Gaviria that his government can
provide full guarantees for the safety of the peace talk delegations. Consequently, he said, there
is no reason to change the site for the talks. Feb. 8: M-19 political movement leader Antonio
Navarro Wolff told reporters that failure to reach an agreement during the next round of talks could
seriously reduce the probability of ever achieving a definitive cease-fire. Navarro Wolff proposed
the inclusion of political party and movement delegations at the talks as a means of ending the
stalemate. Feb. 18: In a joint communique, the CNGSB and the government announced that the
next round had been postponed until Feb. 24, and would take place in Caracas. Presidential peace
adviser Serpa Uribe said the negotiations "had better yield results." Feb. 19: Spokespersons for
President Gaviria said a landowner had donated a 500-ha. plantation in northern Colombia to be
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divided among rebel organizations participating the government-sponsored peace process. The "El
Clarito" plantation is located in the Necocli district of Uraba. The Uraba region has been the site of
numerous massacres and assassinations, and clashes between rebels and paramilitary organizations.
Feb. 21: At the request of the Venezuelan government, the negotiations were again postponed,
this time indefinitely. [Sources: Associated Press, 01/28/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, 01/21/92,
01/29/92; Prensa Latina (Cuba), 02/11/92; Inter Press Service, 02/18/92; Spanish news service EFE,
01/20/92, 01/26-29/92, 02/05/92, 02/19/92; Agence France Presse, 01/20/92, 01/22-24/92, 02/02/92,
02/05/92, 02/07/92, 02/08/92, 02/11/92, 02/16/92, 02/18/92, 02/21/92]
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